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days. I wish you all an enjoyable Sum-

mer.  To those of you who will become 

Main Road parents in September, thank 

you for being a part of the Janvier com-

munity and I anticipate hearing about 

your child’s future achievements.  To 

those of you that I will again see in the 

Fall, the 2017 – 2018 school year will be 

a great one and I am excited that you 

will be a part of it! 
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As I look out of my office window, there are 

signs of Spring all around.  The custodial staff is 

mowing the lawn, birds are singing, and the 

warm sun of May shines brightly. All of these 

signs have alerted me to the fact that the school 

year is beginning to draw to a close.  Certainly, 

there is still much to do but May will quickly 

slip into June when we will see the departure of 

the school buses on the final day.  The end of the 

school year can be an anxious time for children 

and it is important for us to remember that we 

need to provide assistance and support through 

the final day of school.  A strong finish to this 

school year can help to get your child off to a 

great start in September.  Additionally, specific 

summer activities can also prove beneficial to-

wards this goal.  Maintaining a standard sched-

ule and encouraging your child to participate in 

activities that reinforce learned academic skills 

can assist your child in their transition into the 

next grade level.  For example, when shopping, 

ask your child to compare product prices, after a 

day of swimming or playing in the backyard, 

have your child write about their experience, 

and, as always, talk to your child about what 

they are reading.  Additionally, there are many 

learning games that can be accessed through 

teacher websites that can help your child to keep 

their Math and Literacy skills sharp. This has 

been a productive year and I have enjoyed 

watching the children grow academically and 

socially.  Your continuous support has directly 

impacted your child’s performance in a positive 

manner and combined with the efforts of Janvi-

er’s dedicated staff, has led to many successful 

Mr. Kobik’s Corner 
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I cannot begin to tell you how proud 
I am of our students!  Please contin-
ue to practice keyboarding skills 
over the summer. With computer -
based standardized testing, it is so 
important that children know how to 
properly type and be able to do so 
quickly.  A great free website that 
we use in class is: http://
www.bbc.co.uk/guides/
z3c6tfr.   Second Grade has also 
been working on computer program-
ming throughout the year using a 
free website called Tynker (https://
www.tynker.com/hour-of-code/). 

 As we begin the final weeks of the 16-17 
school year, I wanted to review a few 
items with our school community.  
* For the parents whose students have 
medication or inhalers in my office, 
please pick them up by the last day of 
school.   
* Also, I am still seeing students with 
strep so continue to be diligent about 
those sore throats.  
*Lice has not been a big issue this year 
but for whatever reason, I am seeing an 
increase at this time.  Please make sure 
you are checking your child’s head each 
night in the bathtub.  Remember to re-
mind your child not to share brushes or 
combs.  For the kids playing t-ball or 

baseball, it’s a good idea to mark their 
name on the underside of the brim so 
they can identify their hat.  
*Pollen season is upon us and it is not 
being kind.  Have your child shower/
bathe at night, to reduce the pollen on 
their body.  Washing that pollen off at 
night will give your child a better 
night’s sleep! 
*Lastly, enjoy your Summer.  Get out-
side and kick a ball with your chil-
dren.  Go for a swim with them, and 
ENJOY them.  They are only little 
once and all they really want is your 
time.   

Computer Literacy 

Using this website, students engage 
in higher level thinking STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, 
and math) activities.  All Second 
Graders have accounts on Tynker 
that they may continue to use at the 
conclusion of the school year.  I want 
to wish everyone a safe and restful 
summer, and best of luck to all of 
our Second Grade students who will 
be attending Main Road next year. 
We will miss you! 

The Character Education Committee is 
hosting our annual Animal Shelter Do-
nation Drive from May 22nd until June 
2nd, 2017.  We will be collecting dog 
food, canned cat food with pull tops, dry 
cat food, small animal food, dog and cat 
treats, hard rubber dog toys, plastic balls 
and catnip toys for cats, dog bones, and 
old towels and blankets. Students are 
encouraged to display a sense of respon-
sibility to help our community when in 
time of need, and the Spring season sees 
the highest population of dogs and cats 
at the shelter. The staff at Janvier hope 

that by displaying a show of empathy 
for those in need of support will help 
foster positive growth in our students’ 
character, and that through their in-
volvement, they will feel a sense of 
inclusion in our community. We en-
courage families to continue promoting 
charitable activities with their children 
and to discuss the importance of help-
ing others.  

Character Ed. Committee Animal Shelter Drive 
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What’s Happening in Art 
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SECOND GRADE FIELD TRIP 

 This month we’ve been learning about 
The Element of Art, Texture, by creat-
ing animals in Kindergarten and Ha-
waiian Art in First and Second Grades.  
Kindergarteners have been making 
bunnies, giraffes, ants, and snakes-Oh 
My! They have been using many dif-
ferent materials such as paint, crayon, 
and clay to show the animal’s texture 
and shape.  First and Second Graders 
learned about the history and culture 
of Hawaii, along with the characteris-
tics of Hawaiian artwork. We have 
also learned different techniques to 
show texture on our Hawaiian artwork. 
From sea turtles, tikis, leaf headbands, 

feather capes to pineapples, our stu-
dents have been creating vibrant art-
work that represents the beautiful art 
of Hawaii!  The annual Second Grade 
Art Show is May 18th from 6-8:00pm. 
Hope to see you there! 

Second Grade students recently 
went to the Franklin Institute for 
their end of the year field trip. It 
was clear to see the excitement on 
each and everyone’s face. Students 
bounced from exhibit to exhibit 
learning about the heart, brain, our 
Earth, electricity, trains, airplanes, 
and much more. The interactive 
exhibits supported the students’ 
love of science and technology and 
made them question how things 
work. Keep the spirit of science in-
quiry going, and encourage your 
children to go outside to observe 

nature and discover the everyday 
processes occurring all around 
them! 

 

NOTES FROM THE LIBRARY 

It’s time for some great Summer reads!  
Reading with your child over the Sum-
mer is essential in order to continue 
building fluency, and to keep your child 
on-track for the next school year.  The 
Franklin Township Public Library 
(www.ftlnj.org) and the Gloucester 
County Library System (www.gcls.org) 
offer many free Summer reading pro-
grams that you can take advantage of.  
Plan a special time each day to read, 
and visit the library often.  Make read-
ing fun by setting a goal, and tracking 
your child’s accomplishments.  The 

Mary F. Janvier Library has a paid 
subscription to Tumblebooks available 
at www.tumblebooks.com.  Tumble-
books offers a collection of over 300 
animated online storybooks and activi-
ties.  Our username is “janvier” and the 
password is “books”.  The link is also 
available on Mrs. Monaghan’s website.  
Whether you are at the beach, in the 
car, or home on a rainy day, there is 
nothing more important than reading to 
guarantee your child’s success!  Happy 
Summer Reading! 



 

ADVENTURES IN FIRST GRADE 

Mrs. Santomero’s Kindergarten 
class welcomed a visit from par-
ent, Mrs. Six.  She provided sup-
plies and instructions for a STEM 
(Science, Tecnology, Engineering, 
and Math) activity that showcased 
how art and science can work to-
gether.  The Kindergarteners prac-
ticed their listening skills as Mrs. 
Six explained how a few house-
hold items could be re-imagined 
and combined to make a new toy.  
Her directions were to place the 
body of a battery-operated tooth-
brush inside a segment of a foam 
pool “noodle” and then to rubber-

band markers to the outside of the cyl-
inder like stilts propping up the funky 
contraption.  When the battery of the 
toothbrush was switched on, the inven-
tion skipped around and drew wild de-
signs onto a paper.  The apparatus, 
called “Doodle Bot”, was a big hit!  
Not only was “Doodle Bot” entertain-
ing, but its construction encouraged 
plenty of critical thinking.  The Kinder-
garteners had to problem solve as they 
determined the best way to build their 
“Doodle Bots” so that they would bal-
ance and the markers could properly 
make contact with the paper.  Through 
several trials of repetition and persever-

ance, the students experienced first- hand, 
a process of engineering.  The project crea-
tively and innovatively fostered skills that 
the Kindergarteners will continue to use 
for years to come. 
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What has 2 million gallons of 
water, 8500 aquatic animals, 
and almost 175 First Grade stu-
dents?  The Adventure Aquari-
um in Camden, New Jersey!  In 
June, Janvier’s First Graders 
will be heading for fun and 
learning at the Adventure 
Aquarium.  They will be dis-
covering the many amazing 
creatures that thrive in aquatic 
habitats.  Learning opportuni-
ties are designed to inspire stu-

dents to better understand and gain 
appreciation for marine life, food 
chains, life cycles and ecosystems. 
The First Grade teachers and stu-

dents are looking forward to the 

trip.  What a great way to end a 

wonderful school year! 

 

 

Kindergarten Makes a “Doodle Bot” 

SUMMER READING 

Summer is a great time to read 
with your child and to encour-
age a love of reading! It is also 
the perfect time to read inde-
pendently for enjoyment. 
Reading could be the most 
beneficial activity for your 
child this Summer. Research 
has shown that children who 
read several books over the 
Summer can maintain, or even 
improve, their reading skills. 
We appreciate the time you 

spend to make reading an important 
part of your child’s Summer. If you 
would like ideas and/or resources, 
Mrs. McGuire has compiled some 
links and information about Summer 
reading on my website. Also includ-
ed is a direct link to the Tumble 
Book Library, where students can 
access free eBooks all Summer.  
Please visit Mrs. McGuire’s  website 
or the student links for 
“Supplemental Summer Reading” to 

access these resources. Happy Sum-

mer! Happy reading! 


